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Ribbon cut for new 
Gettysburg Overlook townhomes

By Times Staff Report

A ribbon-cutting ceremony Wednes-
day celebrated Gettysburg Overlook, 
Burkentine Builders’ new 112-unit 
luxury townhome rental community 
at 560 Old Mill Road.

The community offers “townhomes 
with spacious 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 ½ 
bathroom floorplans featuring kitch-
ens with stainless steel appliances and 
granite countertops. Residents will 
enjoy an abundance of green space 
complete with a recreational area and 
walking trail in a pet-friendly neigh-
borhood,” according to a Burkentine 
release.

“ T h e t o w n h o m e s  a l s o include 
stainless steel appliances” including 
“electric stove, dishwasher, and mi-
crowave,” according to burkentine.

com.
Attendees were invited to tour one of 
the townhomes.

The site is about 1.5 miles west of Get-
tysburg in Cumberland Township.
“Gettysburg Overlook is only a few 
minutes from Gettysburg’s historic 
and shopping district, Gettysburg 
National Military Park, area restau-
rants 
and other historic attractions,” ac-
cording to the website.

“Gettysburg simply has it all. History 
that changed the course of our nation, 
the excitement and amenities of a col-
lege town and convenient proximity 
to Route 15 and 30 – perfect for com-
muters to Westminster and Freder-
ick, Md., as well as York, Pa. Gettys-
burg Overlook will give our residents 
the feeling of living in the country-

side while being just minutes from 
everything,” said Mike Burkentine, 
owner and vice president of sales and 
business development, according to 
the release

“Gettysburg Overlook performs 
landscaping, grounds keeping and 
snow removal for no-stress, hassle-
free living. A large recreation area 
and walking trail are planned for 
those who enjoy the outdoors,” ac-
cording to the website.

“Gettysburg Overlook is in Gettys-
burg Area School District. All units 
will be for rent at market rates with 
occupancy ready by the end of this 
year,” according to the website.

“Adams County is lucky to have a 
builder like Burkentine who is com-
mitted to creating meaningful spaces 
like Gettysburg Overlook. As a home-
grown business, their commitment 
to the local community is second to 
none. We applaud their loyalty in us-
ing nearly a dozen local contractors 

to complete this beautiful residential 
project,” said Chamber of Gettysburg 
and Adams County President Carrie 
Stuart.

“For over 30 years, Burkentine 
(burkentine.com) has been commit-
ted to creating meaningful spaces 
built with quality  and craftsmanship 
unsurpassed  in the industry. The or-
ganization includes four Burkentine  
divisions: Builders, Properties, Land 
Development, and Investments,” ac-
cording to the rlease.

Today, the company’s legacy in-
cludes 4,700 single-family homes, 
townhomes, apartments, and com-
mercial properties in Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and North Carolina. The 
company has in development over 
6,500 additional residential rental 
units within its current footprint and 
through expansion into Connecticut, 
Delaware, Florida, South Carolina,  
and Tennessee,” according to the re-
lease.
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By Vanessa Pellechio Sanders
Times Staff Writer

Denmark residents Klara 
Kirkegaard and her father Peter 
share something exceptional.

They both graduated from 
Adams County high schools as 
part of an exchange program.

For a true full-circle moment, 
they also stayed with the same 
host family.

This time, Alan Harbaugh and 
his family were not strangers 
to the Denmark residents. They 
have remained close, visiting 
one another over the years.

Peter stayed with Harbaugh’s 
family for the 1982-83 school 
year at New Oxford High 
School.

Harbaugh and his  fam-
ily hosted Peter’s 16-year-old 
daughter, Klara, who attended 
Biglerville High School (BHS) 
this past year, about 15 miles 
away from where her father 
graduated. Klara and her fam-
ily come from just outside of 
Copenhagen, Denmark’s capital.

One of the highlights for 
Peter was seeing his daughter 

walk across the BHS stage to 
receive her diploma.

“It was touching,” Peter said. 
“It brought back a lot of memo-
ries for myself.”

Klara’s graduation cap, cov-
ered with tiny rhinestones that 
formed a merged image of the 
United States and Danish flags, 
glistened under the stage lights, 
said Peter.

“I just felt like I wanted some-
thing with both flags because it 
represents me,” Klara said.

At graduation, Klara’s fam-
ily met teachers, BHS Principal 
Beth Graham, and Upper Adams 
School District Superintendent 
Wesley Doll.

“We enjoyed having Klara 
join the Biglerville High School 
family this past school year,” 
Doll said. “She is an intelligent 
young lady who has a kind and 
caring personality. Klara par-
ticipated in numerous school 
activities over the past year from 
sports to vocational agricultural 
opportunities.”

Peter saw the warm hugs 

danish dad, daughter share Adams connection

denmark resident Klara Kirkegaard, center, went to Biglerville high School this year as part of an exchange program. From 
left are: her host family Alan and Minda harbaugh, her brother Gustav, Klara, her mother Maria, and father Peter. Alan was 
the host father for Peter during the 1982-83 school year at New Oxford high School. The families have remained connected 
over the years. (darryl Wheeler/Gettysburg Times)

By Times Staff Report

A ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Wednesday celebrated Get-
tysburg Overlook, Burkentine 
Builders’ new 112-unit luxury 
townhome rental community at 
560 Old Mill Road.

The  communi ty  o ff e r s 
“townhomes with spacious 3 
and 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bathroom 
floorplans featuring kitchens 
with stainless steel appliances 
and granite countertops. Resi-
dents will enjoy an abundance 
of green space complete with a 
recreational area and walking 
trail in a pet-friendly neighbor-
hood,” according to a Burken-
tine release.

“ T h e  t o w n h o m e s  a l s o 
include stainless steel applianc-
es” including “electric stove, 
dishwasher, and microwave,” 
according to burkentine.com.

Attendees were invited to 
tour one of the townhomes.

The site is about 1.5 miles 
west of Gettysburg in Cumber-
land Township.

“Gettysburg Overlook is 
only a few minutes from Get-
tysburg’s historic and shopping 
district, Gettysburg National 
Military Park, area restaurants 
and other historic attractions,” 
according to the website.

“Gettysburg simply has it 
all. History that changed the 
course of our nation, the excite-
ment and amenities of a college 
town and convenient proximity 
to Route 15 and 30 – perfect 
for commuters to Westminster 
and Frederick, Md., as well as 
York, Pa. Gettysburg Overlook 
will give our residents the feel-
ing of living in the countryside 
while being just minutes from 
everything,” said Mike Burken-
tine, owner and vice president 
of sales and business develop-
ment, according to the release

“Gettysburg Overlook per-
forms landscaping, grounds 
keeping and snow removal for 
no-stress, hassle-free living. 
A large recreation area and 
walking trail are planned for 
those who enjoy the outdoors,” 
according to the website.

“Gettysburg Overlook is in 
Gettysburg Area School Dis-
trict. All units will be for rent 
at market rates with occupancy 
ready by the end of this year,” 
according to the website.

“Adams County is lucky to 
have a builder like Burken-
tine who is committed to cre-
ating meaningful spaces like 
Gettysburg Overlook. As a 

Ribbon cut for new Gettysburg Overlook townhomes

Michael Burkentine, center, cuts a ribbon Wednesday in front of a newly-constructed townhouse in the new 112-unit 
Gettysburg Overlook development. (darryl Wheeler/Gettysburg Times)
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By Michael Cooper-White
For the Gettysburg Times

Biglerville’s sewer and water 
authority and borough council 
took additional steps Tuesday 
toward replacing key infrastruc-
ture components.

Council President Neil Ecker 

said he hopes a “perfect storm of 
success” might enable comple-
tion of repaving York Street and 
installing water mains on East 
York Street by next spring.

Borough Engineer Tim Knoe-
bel of KPI Technology said the 
project’s timeline would likely 
be advanced if pipes are pur-

chased in advance.
Expenditure of approximately 

$250,000 to have the pipes on 
hand would enable the bor-
ough to save “months, months, 
months,” Knoebel said.

But Knoebel also said state 
grants and loans will not reim-
burse a municipality for costs 

already incurred, so advance 
purchase cannot occur prior to 
receiving a response this fall 
on applications being submitted 
soon.

The borough is applying for 
a $321,000 Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) 
and a loan from the Pennsylva-

nia Infrastructure Investment 
Authority for the balance of the 
cost, estimated to total about $2 
million.

While the council hopes to 
avoid a water rate increase to 
pay off the loan, either that or 
a tax millage rate hike could 
prove necessary, said Ecker.

“We haven’t raised the mill-
age rate in a long time,” he said.

The authority and borough 
council also approved expen-
diture of nearly $132,000 for 
sewer replacement work thus 
far by Guyer Brothers of New 

Biglerville sewer project could be complete by next spring

By Michael Cooper-White
For the Gettysburg Times

For a quarter-century, area 
residents and visitors have 
enjoyed pancake breakfasts at 
the Gettysburg Regional Air-
port, held spring and fall by 
Chapter 1041 of the Experimen-
tal Aircraft Association (EAA).

Better known as the “Get-
tysburg Barnstormers,” the 

70-member organization uses 
proceeds from the breakfasts to 
send aspiring young aviators to 
the annual Air Academy held 
in conjunction with the world-
famous AirVenture in Oshkosh, 
Wisc.

This year’s spring breakfast, 
held last weekend, set an all-
time record, with 947 break-
fasts served over the two days.

Dubbed “Wings, Wheels and 

Pancakes,” the events attract 
fly-in and drive-in customers 
from near and far.

Blessed with pristine flying 
weather, this spring’s event 
drew a total of 85 aircraft to 
the local airport, including a 
gyrocopter, air ambulance, and 
a glider and its tow plane from 
nearby Mid-Atlantic Soaring 
Association (M-ASA) based at 
the Fairfield airport.

Sunday’s mid-morning take-
off of the glider, towed aloft by 
a converted crop duster Piper 
Pawnee airplane, drew spe-
cial attention from a long line 
awaiting breakfast.

Also on display were a hand-
ful of antique automobiles and 
several radio-controlled small 
planes.

“It was fantastic,” said the 
Barnstormers’ president, Henry 

Hartman of Hanover, as chapter 
members reviewed the break-
fast at their regular monthly 
meeting Monday evening.

When not cracking eggs or 
otherwise helping out in the 
makeshift kitchen at the air-
port’s main hangar, Hartman 
was shuttling breakfasters from 
parking areas in a golf cart.

“I never hear any com-
plaints,” he said in describing 

how diners respond on being 
returned to their vehicles.

“The kids especially love our 
pancakes,” Hartman said.

The chapter’s special pan-
cake recipe is featured in a kit 
available from the EAA nation-
al organization for a revolving 
griddle like the one featured at 
the Barnstormers’ breakfasts.

Annual Gettysburg airport pancake breakfast sets record
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Alex Hayes, second from left, fund development director for the YWCA Gettysburg & Adams 
County, accepts a check for $3,500 from the Burkentine family during a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for the newly constructed Gettysburg Overlook townhouses on Wednesday. (Darryl 
Wheeler/Gettysburg Times)

homegrown business, their 
commitment to the local com-
munity is second to none. We 
applaud their loyalty in using 
nearly a dozen local contrac-
tors to complete this beautiful 
residential project,” said Cham-
ber of Gettysburg and Adams 
County President Carrie Stuart.

“For over 30 years, Burken-
tine (burkentine.com) has been 
committed to creating mean-
ingful spaces built with quality 
and craftsmanship unsurpassed 
in the industry. The organiza-
tion includes four Burkentine 
divisions: Builders, Properties, 
Land Development, and Invest-
ments,” according to the rlease.

Today, the company’s legacy 
includes 4,700 single-family 
homes, townhomes, apart-
ments, and commercial proper-
ties in Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and North Carolina. The com-
pany has in development over 
6,500 additional residential 
rental units within its current 
footprint and through expan-
sion into Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Florida, South Carolina, 
and Tennessee,” according to 
the release.

Ribbon
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exchanged with his daughter 
at graduation and realized the 
strength of the bonds Klara built 
this year.

“That is the difference with 
a smaller school. Everybody 
knows everybody,” added Peter.

Klara joined the tennis and 
softball teams and was manager 
for the boys’ basketball team. 
She also served on the prom, 
yearbook, and Mini-thon com-
mittees, learned to play the pia-
no, and more.

“I wanted to get as much as I 
can out of here,” she said.

Although Klara never played 
tennis competitively in Den-
mark, she had experience with 
the sport before joining the team 
at Biglerville.

“I never played a match 
before I came,” Klara said. “In 
the beginning, I was a little 
scared of it. I don’t like competi-
tion, matches, and games. After 
a few matches, it was fine.”

Harbaugh said Klara joining 
the tennis team helped break 
the ice for her to make friends 
before school started.

Klara had seen American high 
schools portrayed in movies and 
TV shows, but BHS was not 
anything like what she saw. The 
cafeteria food in these shows 
is often depicted in a bad light, 
according to Klara.

“I got surprised. It wasn’t as 
bad as I thought,” Klara said 
about the food.

Klara had a fast-food bucket 
list of places to visit while in 
the U.S., since Denmark only 
has McDonald’s, Burger King, 
and KFC. Her goal was to try 
Wendy’s, Chick-fil-A, Chipotle 
Mexican Grill, Taco Bell, and 
Arby’s.

“I liked all of them,” she said.
The whole school system dif-

fered from what she experienced 
in Denmark, she said. At BHS, 
students go from class to class, 
each with a different teacher. In 
Denmark, Klara said students sit 
in the same classroom all day, 
and the teachers move to differ-
ent rooms.

Paralleling her father’s time 
here, Klara became a manager 
of the boys’ basketball team 
by chance. Peter served as the 
manager for New Oxford High 
School boys’ basketball team 
during the 1982-83 school year.

“It just happened,” Klara 
said. “I was helping the student 
trainer and went over when they 
were practicing.”

While looking to stay busy, 
Klara was interested in help-
ing the team when she learned 
of their need for a manager. 
As manager, she assisted with 
practices, adding water, filming 
plays, and doing the scoreboard.

This was not the only con-
nection to her father’s experi-
ence. Klara became friends with 
a French exchange student and 
hung out at the student’s house 
one day. Peter was surprised on 
FaceTime with his friend Jeff 
Null, who served as the other 
student’s host.

“I went to school with him, so 
it was full circle for me,” Peter 
said.

Harbaugh recalled the rides 
home from the airport with Peter 
and Klara were vastly different. 
Peter did not know English very 
well, so he was quiet and gave 
simple “yes” responses to ques-
tions on the car ride back, while 
Klara was a lot more talkative, 
Harbaugh said.

“It was family already,” Peter 
said, noting the families visit 
together every other year.

Peter said Harbaugh is the 
godfather to his daughter, Klara, 
and his son, Gustav.

Harbaugh, who grew up with 
three sisters and has two daugh-
ters, knew he wanted to have a 
male exchange student stay with 
him. Harbaugh said he had three 
exchange students to choose 
from and selected Peter based 
on his sports and athletic abili-
ties.

“It is a rare story,” Peter said. 
“You don’t see these lifelong 
friendships. It is all about chem-
istry.”

While Peter missed seeing 
his daughter for 10 months, he 
knew Klara would do well dur-
ing the school year.

“She is outgoing and really 
wanted this,” Peter added.

In the future, Klara hopes 
to become an event coordina-
tor like her mother, Maria. Her 
work on the prom committee, 
including setting up for the big 
event, helped her see what that 
career might be like, she said. 
Biglerville’s prom had a Las 
Vegas casino theme, she said.

The closest thing to prom 
in Denmark is a homecoming 
dance, according to Klara.

“I never wore a long dress 
in my life,” Klara said, adding 
that she picked out a long, dark 
green dress for prom.

Over the past year, Klara’s 
English-speaking skills have 
greatly improved, she said.

“I sound better, and I can 
write better,” Klara said.

Maria said English is a very 
natural language for Danish 
people to use. If Klara goes on 
to work at an international cor-
poration in Denmark, Maria said 
the language skills will benefit 
her since English is the primary 
language of international busi-
ness there.

Klara said she is going to 
miss the friends she made here 
the most.

“There are a few people I 
know and hope I’m going to 
stay in contact with,” Klara said.

Klara’s 13-year-old brother, 
Gustav, is the same age she was 
when her family began discus-
sions about participating in an 
exchange program.

Peter said Gustav feels the 
same way Klara initially did 
about being away from her fam-
ily.

“I couldn’t imagine it,” Klara 
said. “I didn’t like the thought of 
being away from my family that 
long.”

But that all changed for Klara 
when she visited the area three 
years ago and learned of the 
opportunities here, she said.

Maria said her family hopes 
to encourage other American 
families to host exchange stu-
dents. Being open to new expe-
riences has a big impact on both 
students and hosts, Peter said.

“Culture is a big thing,” Peter 
added. “You have to be open-
minded and blend into a new 
family. You can’t live in your 
Danish way.”

The Kirkegaard family starts 
their journey back to Denmark 
on Friday.

Readers may contact Vanessa 
Sanders at vsanders@gettys-
burgtimes.com.
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While precise records have 
not been kept each year since 
the breakfasts began in the late 
1990s, Hartman calculates that 
more than 25,000 breakfasts 
have been sold.

“We could put it on our sign, 
like McDonald’s,” he said.

Through exposure to planes 
and pilots at the breakfasts, as 
well as the chapter’s “Young 
Eagles” flights, Barnstormers 
hopes to inspire young people 
to consider a career in aviation 
or personal flying for travel and 
recreation.

Among those in the kitchen 

crew Sunday was Ross Cle-
ments of Fairfield, a graduating 
senior.

While still in high school, 
Clements earned both airplane 
and glider private pilot ratings. 
Recently, he also set several 
national records at a radio-con-
trolled contest in Arizona.

Clements is one of the young 
pilots awarded a $10,000 flight 
training scholarship by the 
national EAA organization. He 
also received M-ASA scholar-
ship assistance for his glider 
training.

Also receiving financial sup-
port from the Barnstormers for 

his private pilot flight train-
ing was Liam Dwyer, who just 
finished high school in Gettys-
burg.

Dwyer joined Clements and 
other youth helping out at the 
breakfast. Both young men 
have expressed interest in pur-
suing careers in aviation.

In a unique birthday cel-
ebration, 7-year-old William 
Yardley-Gontz of Fayetteville 
invited a dozen young friends 
to the breakfast.

In his invitation, Yardley-
Gontz asked that instead of 
gifts his friends and their fami-
lies contribute funds to the Vet-

erans Airlift Command (VAC).
According to its website, 

VAC “provides free air trans-
portation to combat wounded 
veterans and their families for 
medical treatment and other 
compassionate purposes.”

The fall breakfasts will be 
held the weekend of Sept. 
24-25. Longtime M-ASA mem-
ber Bob Jackson, who was 
present at Sunday’s breakfast, 
told Hartman he plans to invite 
the east coast chapter of Flying 
Octogenarians.

Contact Michael Cooper-
White at mcooper-white@out-
look.com.

Airport
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William Yardley-Gontz, 7, of  Fayetteville, front, invited friends to celebrate his birthday at Sunday’s Gettysburg Barnstormers 
pancake breakfast. He asked friends to donate to charity instead of bringing gifts. (Michael Cooper-White/Gettysburg Times)

Enterprise, Pa.
With approximately half the 

replacements installed, it is 
hoped the project will be com-
pleted in July.

In a borough-wide project, 
requiring businesses and home-
owners to install backflow 
devices to prevent water con-
tamination, the council learned 
progress is being made. Rough-
ly half of the businesses have 
completed installations. Of the 
54 still not in compliance, 23 
have been granted an extension 
because they could not secure 
the services of plumbers.

The council  decided to 
approach homeowners sequen-
tially by dividing the borough 
into five sections. Letters will 
soon be sent to the first area 
with a timeline for completion.

According to the munici-
pal authority, installation and 
inspection in businesses have 
averaged about $800. Handy 
homeowners may be able to do 
their own installations, but an 
inspection will still be required.

Also, the council approved 
renegotiating an agreement to 
share an emergency generator 
and water supply with Arendts-
ville, and renewing the bor-
ough’s internet contract with 
Comcast for a 10-year period.

The council also approved a 
revised purchase order policy, 
and Police Chief Craig Hartley 
say continuation of an agree-
ment with the Upper Adams 
School District to provide ser-
vices on an “as needed” basis.

Sewer
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